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HOSPITALS — STAFFING 

879. Mr R.H. COOK to the Minister for Health: 

I have a supplementary question. Why is the minister’s government wasting so much money on a spin bus  at the 
same time that it is getting rid of important health workers from our hospitals? 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Questions are to be heard in silence. Repeat the question, please. 

Mr R.H. COOK: I certainly will, Mr Speaker. Why is the minister wasting so many taxpayers’ dollars on a spin 
bus at the same time that it is sacking important health workers from our hospitals? 

Dr K.D. HAMES replied: 

Our total budget has gone up once again—another year in a row—to 30 per cent of our total spend. 

Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 

The SPEAKER: I have given you a lot of latitude now; be on notice. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Nearly 30 per cent of government’s total spend is now going on funding our health system. 

Mr F.M. Logan interjected. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Mr Speaker, I am getting constant interjections from my right. I am trying to focus on what I 
am saying. 

Mr R.H. Cook: It’s the Nationals! 

Dr K.D. HAMES: Really? 

Mr C.J. Barnett: I don’t think so. 

Dr K.D. HAMES: I hope not. 

We are spending an amount of money on health, unlike an amount that has ever been spent in this state before, to 
provide one of the best systems in Australia. Within that budget of $8.5 billion, each hospital gets around 
$1 billion. I do not know what this bus will cost, but I bet it will not cost one FTE. We are trying to run a system 
in which each division within Health has a budget that is higher than the budget of any other state in Australia. 
Members opposite have to compare our operations at hospitals such as Sir Charles Gairdner Hospital, which has 
done its hard work getting back to budget, with operations at every other hospital in Australia. We have more 
staff per patient than any of those other hospitals have. 
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